Application No. 10/694,418 

Reply to Office Action of September 20, 2006 

Page 6 of 8 



Amendments to the Drawings: 

Figures 1-26 have been amended to include the relevant sequence identifiers 
appropriate. No new matter has been added. 

Attachment: Replacement sheet 

Annotated Marked-up Drawings 
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REMARKS 

Amendments to the Specification 

The specification has been amended to comply with the requirements of 37 C.F.R. 
1.821-1.825. Specifically, sequence identifiers have been added to the Figures and to the 
specification at pages 7-9 and 24 to accompany the sequence disclosures that are 
encompassed by the definitions for nucleotide sequences as set forth in 37 C.F.R. 
1 .821(a)(1). Although these sequences were not identified by a SEQ ID NO in the 
specification, they were part of the Sequence Listing filed with the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office on July 19, 2004. Therefore, a substitute computer readable form 
(CRF) copy and a substitute paper copy of the "Sequence Listing" are not required. No 
new matter has been added by this amendment. 

Rejection For Failure To Comply With 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.821-1.825 

The application has been rejected for failing to comply with the requirements of 
37 C.F.R. § 1.821. Specifically, the Office Action states that the application references 
sequences by the identifier Oligo(s) rather than the proper identifier SEQ ID NO (citing 
page 30, line 5 as an example). 

Applicants respectfully disagree. Nucleotide and/or amino acid sequences as used 
in §§ 1.821 through 1.825 are interpreted to mean an unbranched sequence of four or 
more amino acids or an unbranched sequence of ten or more nucleotides. 37 C.F.R. § 
1.821(a)(1) states that nucleotides are intended to embrace only those nucleotides that can 
be represented using the symbols set forth in WIPO Standard ST.25 (1998), and (a)(2) 
states that Amino acids are those L-amino acids commonly found in naturally occurring 
proteins and are listed in WIPO Standard ST.25 (1998). Since the disclosure in the 
application, for example, at pages 29 and 30, do not meet these definitions, the 
application complies with the Sequence Listing requirements. Applicants are allowed to 
be their own lexicographers and can give whatever name they choose to the disclosed 
oligonucleotides. Sequence identifiers are only required where the sequence is disclosed. 
Reconsideration and withdrawal of the rejection are respectfully requested. 
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CONCLUSION 

In view of the above amendments and remarks, it is believed that all claims are in 
condition for allowance, and it is respectfully requested that the application be passed to 
issue. If the Examiner feels that a telephone conference would expedite prosecution of 
this case, the Examiner is invited to call the undersigned. 

Respectfully submitted, 



Dated: Dcnfar fy f 2^ 

Keown & Associates 
500 West Cummings Park 
Suite 1200 
Woburn,MA 01801 
Telephone: 781/938-1805 
Facsimile: 781/938-4777 



LyJoseph C. Zucchero 
Registration No. 55,762 
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